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Overview  and Opening Session 
Aquaculture Europe 2008 was organised by the European Aquaculture Society (EAS) and hosted by 

Polskie Towarzystwo Rybackie (the Polish Fisheries Association). It was held in Krakow, Poland from 

September 15-18, 2008. 

AE2008 was attended by more than 700 delegates from 55 countries. This document summarises 

the reports of the AE2008 Parallel Sessions, as received by the session chairs. Only very simple 

language editing has been made by the EAS secretariat. Not all sessions have been reported, hence 

unfortunately, there are gaps. Information is also provided on the winners of the AE2008 Poster 

Awards, as designated by the Session Chairs and Programme co-chairs. 

AE2008 was opened by the EAS 2006-2008 President Laszlo Varadi and two important dignitaries 

provided opening addresses. 

 

The opening ceremony of AE2008. From left to right, Hana Mandelikova, EU DG MARE, Konrad Dabrowski, AE2008 
Programme co-chair, Anna Stanislawa Okularczyk Polish Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development and Laszlo 
Varadi, EAS President 2006-2008. Photo courtesy of Yves Harache. 

!ǎ [ŀǎȊƭƻ ±ŀǊŀŘƛ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ 9!{ Ƙŀǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

Aquaculture Europe conference and an aquaculture trade exhibition using our own resources and 

not joining up with any other events. This is a great challenge but also a great opportunity for EAS to 

prove the strength of the Society, which contributes to European aquaculture development through 

special forums, where the conference and an important trade exhibition combine with special events 

ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŀǉǳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέΦ 

He reminded delegates that this is the second time in the history of EAS that the society has 

organised its event in a Central-Eastern European country. In 1996, Budapest hosted the Aquaculture 

9ǳǊƻǇŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴΦ IŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ά!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

enlargement of the European Union, the profile of the European aquaculture has been changed. 

Inland aquaculture - especially pond fish farming, the dominant type of aquaculture in Central-

Eastern Europe ς has become an important part of the whole European sector. Organising the 

Aquaculture Europe conference in Krakow, Poland reflects this change in European aquaculture and 

indicates the efforts of EAS to contribute to aquaculture development in the Central-Eastern 

9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴέΦ  



4 Aquaculture Europe 2008 

 

Ms. Hana Mandelikova of the European Commission Directorate for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries 

addressed the delegates and commented on the growing importance of aquaculture to deliver 

healthy and safe products which meet consumer demand and on 

our role to ensure that the growth of aquaculture is sustainable.  

{ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ άǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƻŦ 

which is the sustainable management of resources. The 

competition for space is tough. The aquaculture sector often 

misses a level-playing field during the planning processes and finds 

it difficult to compete with other sectors. Aquaculture is an 

efficient water user and needs high quality water resources. The 

limited sources of feed and its costs affect the economic efficiency 

of production systems. However, by developing under those 

demanding conditions, the European research and technology will 

ƘŜƭǇ ŀǉǳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜέΦ  

{ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ά{ŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƛƴƴƻǾation are 

fundamental to reach this objective. Therefore, the European 

Commission has continuously financially assisted this sector. During 2002 ς 2006 98 million EUR have 

been allocated to 75 aquaculture projects. This year, our contribution to research will be 19 million 

9¦wΦέ 

The address on behalf of the Polish Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development was given by 

Prof. Dr. hab. Stanislawa Anna Okularczyk, Advisor to the Minister, who outlined some aspects of 

history of carp culture in the Central Europe and Poland, and development of modern techniques of 

culture of this species based on the method of Tomas Dubisz in Silesia region in the 19-th century. 

The first Polish language textbook on fish culture dates back to 16th century and contributed to fast 

growth of pond culture in the Southern part of Poland. 

She emphasised importance of common carp production in Poland (15,000 tons annually) and most 

recent success of rainbow trout culture in Poland that now has reached 17,000 metric tons. She also 

acknowledged enormous financial support of the European Union that continues and the Ministry is 

vitally interested in diversification of aquaculture production and "environmentally" friendly 

methods of fish production. 

 

  

Hana Mandelikova of the 
European Commission addresses 
AE2008 delegates 
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AE2008 Thematic (Plenary) sessions  
The AE2008 Thematic Sessions included presentations from 5 well-known speakers, each addressing 

key questions related to our management of resources.  

Ian Johnston of the University of St. Andrews addressed the prospects for the application of basic 

research in fish morphology, physiology and genomics for understanding and influencing the 

domestication process in aquaculture. He reviewed knowledge on fish muscle growth and indicated 

significant potential for altering muscle structure with artificial selection regimes during 

domestication. He concluded by arguing that the aquaculture research community has been 

relatively slow to exploit the research opportunities offered by the zebra fish and other fish models. 

 

Ian Johnston delivers the first plenary presentation at AE2008. Photo courtesy of Pan Karp 

Ron Hardy of the Aquaculture Research Institute, University of Idaho, presented the status of the use 

of plant proteins in fish diets. He focused on the trends in price of agriculture commodities ς 

especially in the last two years ς and their impact on fish meal and fish oil replacement. 

Guido van den Thillart of the University of Leiden presented issues of importance for the sustainable 

culture of European eels in Europe. He addressed the possible causes of the collapsed eel population; 

the energy requirements and effect on maturation of simulated migration and technologies for 

artificial reproduction. 

Carmen Popa of the Romanian National Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture talked about water 

and its importance as the principal natural resource for all aquaculture activities. Using the example 

of the EU Water Framework Directive, she focused on the need for cross border management and 

our responsibilities to ensure that the future development of the sector is underpinned by our 

management of the resource. 

Finally, Sunil Kadri of the University of Glasgow discussed the past, current and future trends in 

research on fish welfare ς passing from research predominantly directed towards disease and 

transport in the later 80s to welfare friendly husbandry and slaughter in the 90s to operating welfare 

indicators today. He gave examples of tools that have been used to communicate welfare issues to 

policy makers and commented that future issues will focus on using a scientific approach and 
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recognition of need for ethical thinking to allow better engagement with industry, policy-makers and 

public in order to meet the needs of the fish and the expectations of the consumer. 

 

The AE2008 trade exhibition showed new products and services presented by 80 exhibitors, mostly 

suppliers to the sector. It was the first time that EAS had organised the Aquaculture Europe 

exhibition using its own resources, and it was considered a success.  

In addition to the conference and exhibition, participants had the opportunity to take part in 

workshops organized by the EAS Student Group, The EAS Thematic Group on Eels and the EU project 

FASTFISH. Furthermore, the annual meeting of the AQUA-TNET network was held just after the 

conference, on Friday, September 19. 

 

AE2008 sponsor Aller Aqua's busy stand. 

 

Aquaculture Europe 2008 received kind financial support from the Polish Ministry of Agriculture 

and Rural Development, Intervet Schering Plough Animal Health, Aller Aqua and the Organisation 

for Economic Co-operation and Development.  Their support confirmed that this new format 

Aquaculture Europe event puts the right focus on the partnership between science and industry, 

which is the principal objective of the European Aquaculture Society. 

 

EAS looks forward to welcoming you in Trondheim, Norway to Aquaculture Europe 2009! 

 

  


